
Appendix B

Regeneration and Environment Strategy Working Group

21st January, 2014

Present:

Councillors:  Tony Revill, John Sheppard, Bob Ford and Ted Kitchen

Paul Smilie

Officers:  Barry Roughly, Richard Ward, Lee Tillman, Mandy Preskey and Andy 
Brown

1. Housing Strategy Refresh

Members noted and agreed with the 5 themes included in the Housing Strategy 
refresh, that would be consulted on over the next couple of months, as follows:

Theme 1 – Meeting Housing Need

Theme 2 – Raising Standards

Theme 3 – Independent Living

Theme 4 – Safe Healthy Sustainable Communities 

Theme 5 – Community Engagement and Partnerships

It was agreed that research would need to focus on required economic growth and 
required businesses to, in turn, attract the different needs for housing, from low cost 
to executive style housing.

Members stated that in their opinion there was a shortage of two bedroomed 
bungalows across the Borough.

Members were made aware of a survey currently being circulated across a sample 
of the Borough and asked for a copy to be made available to them.  It was 
recognised that more consultation with Members on each of the themes was due to 
be undertaken, perhaps through ward forums.

With regard to the Gypsy and Traveller pitch requirements Members questioned how 
effective the strategy drawn up two years ago had been and what were the up to 
date costs to provide each pitch.  It was suggested that this information would be 
provided to Members when outcomes from consultation on the Strategy was 
provided to the Panel.

AGREED:

That consultation results be provided to the Panel prior to approval by Cabinet.

2. Flood Risk Management Strategy

Members noted that the Strategy was currently being prepared ready for 
consultation.

The presentation to Members outlined the benefits the Strategy would bring, 
objectives and how the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy will be delivered.



Fracking

Members raised the issue of Fracking and whether this had been considered in the 
Doncaster area.  It was recognised that the process could cause ground movements 
and use a lot of water which in turn could affect, for example, drainage systems and 
water quality/contamination.  It was noted that it would be the Environment Agency 
and Severn Trents responsibility to assess whether the process would be introduced.  
The group was of the opinion that, if introduced, Fracking would cause an extra 
burden for the Local Authority and would require more knowledge and understanding 
of the systems used. 

It was suggested that this issue be addressed as part of the Strategy.

At this point of the meeting Councillor Revill gave his apologies and Councillor 
Sheppard assumed the Chair.

Flooding

Members raised that in their opinion the main problem was ensuring the 
Environment Agency was maintaining the drainage of and removing silt from rivers, 
but also recognised the pressures the Environment Agency was currently under with 
regard to cuts in services and the recent flooding in the south west of the country.

The group discussed the way gardens were now being tendered, for example, 
traditional gardens were being replaced with hard standings, suggesting that 
possibly 90% of streets could now be hard standing.  Because of the high 
percentage of hard landscaping natural drainage was disappearing and creating 
more of a problem.  It was recognised that the officers of the flood risk management 
team were statutory consultees on planning applications but when individuals 
replace agreed landscaping it was difficult to police.

The benefits of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SDS) were discussed for example 
controlled water receipt at source and slow release into rivers and streams.  It is 
proposed that an SDS sub-committee was due to be established and would sit 
alongside a planning application with site visits undertaken to ensure works were 
carried out correctly, but its establishment was currently being delayed by DeFRA.  It 
was hoped to be up and running by October.

Some larger developers were taking on board the SDS and finding new ways to 
ease water flow.  The only concern was that some schemes can take up a lot of 
surface area.

AGREED that an update on the Strategy be forwarded to Scrutiny prior to it being 
agreed by Cabinet.


